
Skipper ticket examples
The common ticket formats clients may share, followed by a simple destination-requirements guide.

What’s the difference between these tickets? 

The SA Sailing Certificate of Competence is a South African skipper 
qualification and shows the level, type of vessel and operating limits the 

skipper is qualified for. An ICC (International Certificate of Competence) is an 
internationally recognised certificate commonly used when chartering 

overseas and indicates whether the holder is qualified for sail and/or power 
and the relevant waters or vessel size. An RYA Day Skipper Practical certificate 

shows that the skipper has completed practical, on-the-water training and 
demonstrated the skills required to skipper a sailing yacht. The Power over 9 
m Certificate of Competence is specifically for larger power-driven vessels, 
rather than sailing yachts, and includes the category or operating limits the 

skipper is qualified for.



International and SA Sailing certificates
Two South African Sailing formats that may be presented for charter enquiries.

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  C E R T I F I C A T E

International Certificate for 
Operators of Pleasure Craft

Issued by South African Sailing and valid for 
coastal waters.

This example shows power and sailing vessels 
up to 24 m.

The validity period and permitted craft types 
appear on the certificate.

Example only

D A Y  S K I P P E R  •  S A I L  &  P O W E R

SA Sailing Certificate of 
Competence

Records Day Skipper – Sail and Power for sport 
and recreation.

The certificate wording sets out the operating 
limits.

This is a national Certificate of Competence 
rather than an ICC-style card.

Example only



RYA practical and over-9 m power

These examples show why the exact course wording and vessel category matter.

PRACT ICAL SAILING  CERT IFICAT E

RYA Practical Sailing 
Course – Day Skipper

States that the holder completed a course at 
sea and demonstrated practical ability for 
RYA Day Skipper.

“Practical” distinguishes the certificate from 
theory-only study.

Example only

PO WER -DRIVEN VESSEL

SAMSA Category B – 
Power Vessel ≥ 9 m

Certificate of Competence for a Category B 
vessel of 9 m or more.

Records Day Skipper of a power-driven 
vessel with a stated 40-nautical-mile 
operational limit.

Example only



D E S T I N A T I O N  G U I D E

Formal qualification requirements

A quick reference for bareboat sailing enquiries. Verify the chosen base and yacht before confirmation.

FORMAL QUALIFICATION REQUIRED

• Greece: Athens, Lefkas and Corfu (ICC or higher than a day skipper qualification required)

• Croatia: Agana and Dubrovnik (Day Skipper accepted)

• Italy: Procida, Sicily / Portorosa and Sardinia / Cannigione (Day Skipper accepted)

• Seychelles (Day Skipper Accepted)

• Tahiti / French Polynesia (Day Skipper accepted)

• Belize (Day Skipper is accepted)

• Bahamas (Day Skipper accepted)

CURRENT MOORINGS GUIDE ALSO MARKS

• Fethiye, Turkey (Day Skipper)

• St Martin (Sailing CV but strongly advise formal certificate)

• La Paz, Mexico (Sailing CV but strongly advise formal certificate)

EXPERIENCE / SAILING CV STILL APPLIES

• British Virgin Islands, Antigua and Phuket

• St Lucia and Grenada

Always send the actual certificate and sailing CV for pre-approval.
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